CHAPTER VI

FIRST DEVELOPMENTS  IN AMERICA

HAVING dealt with the history of the Fox
family and the problems which that history
raises, we shall now return to America and
note the first effects of this invasion from another
sphere of being.

These effects were not entirely excellent. There
were follies on the part of individuals and extrava-
gances on that of communities.

One of these, based on communications received
through the mediumship of Mrs. Benedict, was the
Apostolic Circle. It was started by a small group of
men, strong believers in a second advent, who sought
through spirit communications to confirm that belief.
They obtained what they proclaimed to be com-
munications from Apostles and prophets of the Bible.
In 1849 James L. Scott, a Seventh Day Baptist
minister of Brooklyn, joined this circle at Auburn,
which now became known as the Apostolic Move-
ment, and its spiritual leader was said to be the
Apostle Paul. Scott was joined by the Rev. Thomas
Lake Harris, and they established at Mountain Cove
the religious community which attracted a strong
following, until after some years their dupes became
disillusioned and deserted their autocratic leaders.
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